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Dear readers, 

 

Welcome to the Summer 2015 edition of the UNTSO Magazine. 
 
In this publication, you will find interesting and informative articles regarding activities of UNTSO.  
 
I would like to thank all of the contributors for providing interesting articles. Without your very  
important contribution this publication would not have been possible. 
 
A special note of thanks to the committee members for the UNTSO Magazine: Ani Koutoujan,   
Richard Mazula and Capt. Ola Tomter. 
 
 
                                                   Juha-Pekka Salmi 
                                                  Lieutenant Colonel 

 
UNTSO Magazine relies on articles contributed by its military and civilian personnel. Views          
expressed in the articles are those of the author and may not necessarily reflect the official position 
of the United Nations. Reproduction for non-commercial purposes only upon prior approval by     
UNTSO. 
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Head of Mission and Chief of Staff  

Fellow peacekeepers, civilian and military, 

 

 Having served as Head of Mission and Chief of Staff UNTSO since July 2013, it is with a sense 

of great pride tinged with a sense of sadness as my tour of duty is coming to a close that I take this oppor-

tunity to address you, in this Summer edition 2015, of the UNTSO magazine.  

 

 Notable during the period was an Internal Review conducted by DPKO. The Review of UNTSO 

was intended as forward-looking and focused on UNTSOôs core functions of strengthening regional liai-

son and observer deployment, the results of the Review yielded welcome observations. Key findings in-

cluded: 

§ UNTSO symbolizes the legitimacy of and commitment to the pursuit of a comprehensive peace 

in the Middle East, and its political value remains essential. 

§ UNTSOôs mandate remains important and allows the Mission to be flexible, effective and rele-

vant in the region. 

§ Underscoring the importance of UNTSOôs observer deployment functions, the value of the obser-

vation in support of UNIFIL and UNDOF mandate implementation is well understood and appre-

ciated. 

§ UNTSOôs regional liaison mandate, allows the Mission to analyze and address complex political 

and security issues. 

§ UNTSOôs regional footprint complements other UN missions in the region and adds strategic-

level value to overarching UN goals.  

 

 UNTSO enthusiastically welcomed and engaged with the Internal Review, has fully endorsed the 

key findings and has acted decisively to implement priority recommendations, including through its 2016

-17 budget submission.  

 

 In Syria, the conflict has become increasingly regional, with the involvement of State and non-

State actors. In the Golan, rapid developments in August-September 2014 resulted in the temporary relo-

cation of UNDOF and, therefore, OGG HQ and OGG-D. Following the relocation, OGG was restructured 

and has adapted the role of UMNOs operating from the A-side. OGG assists UNDOF in maintaining situ-

ational awareness (including through Temporary OPs) and in planning for the return to the B-side. A new 

LoU between UNTSO and UNDOF, reflecting the changed circumstances was signed in May 2015. We 

continue to carry out our core functions to observe and report despite the ongoing volatile situation on the 

ground. 

 

 Despite occasional flare-ups, most notably January 2015, Southern Lebanon has remained rela-

tively calm. The relationship between OGL and UNIFIL, as detailed in an updated LoU signed in July 

2014, has continued to improve and develop. Noteworthy are the involvement of OGL in investigations 

and the temporary appointment of an OGL officer to the UNIFIL JOC in a liaison officer function. 
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 During these tumultuous years, UNTSOôs Liaison Offices, drawing on their long-standing presence and 

unique access to host nationsô high-ranking civilian and military officials, as well as diplomatic and UN interlocu-

tors, have continued to provide vital situational awareness in order to support UN efforts in the Middle East. Particu-

larly in Damascus and Cairo/Ismailia, the security situation has impacted the operations/activities of the Offices, 

while highlighting the importance of their functions and the reports generated by all Liaison Offices.��LOB and 
LOATA have likewise been especially useful in providing insights as the Syrian conflict became more regional and 

the effects felt in neighboring countries.  

 

 During my tenure, I was honoured to receive the first peacekeeper from Bhutan in Sep 14 and from Fiji in 

Oct 14, Fiji has a proud tradition of peacekeeping with UN missions throughout the MiddleïEast. I welcome further 

contributions from both countries later this year. We also said ñgoodbyeò to our Italian observers who had contribut-

ed to UNTSO for many years until they were withdrawn for domestic reasons on 26 Mar 2015. 

 

 Finally, I would like to express my gratitude to all UNTSO personnel for their dedication, professionalism 

and friendship throughout my term as HoM and CoS UNTSO. The high quality of your work wherever the mission 

operates, whether at HQ, Liaison Offices or Outstations ensures the continued relevance and credibility of UNTSO. 

 

 May I wish my successor well in continuing to implement the UNTSO mandate and I know you will give 

him the cooperation and support which I was so fortunate to have enjoyed during my tenure with UNTSO. 

 

�³���*�R���U�D�L�E�K���P�D�L�W�K���D�J�D�L�E�K���J�R���O�H�L�U�´ 
 

Michael Finn, Maj Gen 

Head of Mission and Chief of Staff, UNTSO 


